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other guilds. The records of Kumara Gupta 1 and Budha Gupta
noticed before, specially those dealings with Yetravarman, the
governor of Kotivarsa visaya, refer to the Nagarasrfathtn, SarHiavuha,
and the Prathama Kulika who were on the Advisory Board of the
guild.1 This grant reveals that there were separate kinds of guilds,
especially of merchants inland and foreign who must have under-
taken huge industrial enterprises like the " great masonry work of
lake Sudarsana" mentioned in the Junagadh rock inscription of Skanda
Gupta, dated A,D. 456-57.3 Moreover these inscriptions show that the
craftsmen were so well organised that every corporation had a leader
from its own guild, and as such he had indirectly some influence in
the administration of the country. Now referring to such a person
like the Nagarasresthin it is possible that it means guild president and
it is worth noting that even to-day in Gujarat one hears about the
Nagar-seth, a term evidently reminiscent of the NagarasrSsthin* Its
equivalent in southern India in later times was obviously the Puttana-
svdmi* who has been interpreted to mean the Lord Mayor of the town.*
The title of Jyestha or Prathama Kayastlia does not suggest that
even the clerks themselves formed into a guild, but it only stood
apparently as an official designation for the head of the clerical
establishments or associations.

There is also evidence to show that, during the reign of Kumara

Gupta I and  Budha Gupta, there was  a  powerful   guild  of  silk

merchants.   They were not only well-organised and wealthy but seem

to have been sun-worshippers,   The  Mandasor  stone inscription of

Kumara G-upta I and Bandhirvarman narrates how "by command of

the guild, and from devotion, this temple of the sun was caused to

be   built."5   This  statement reveals   how   they   carried   out  their

corporate assent even in religious matters such as the erection of a

temple.   These silk weavers came from Lata, and being a "guild",

with their own wealth caused a "noble and unequalled temple of the

bright rayed sun."0   To build such, a shrine considerable expenditure

could only have been met by  an  extremely wealthy association of

merchants.    These  traders  who were  patronised  by the governor

Bandhuvarman, came as emigrants from Lata and settled in Da^apura,

the modern Dasor.

1  B. I, XV, no. 7 p. 131.
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